LOCATING REVOLUTIONARY WAR SIGNIFICANT SITES

John A. Robertson
Background

Most of us have at some time in our lives, complained about having to memorize historical dates. Those of us who have taken up history as our vocation or avocation have come to realize that it is impossible to understand history without arranging events chronologically. For those of us who are visually oriented, we yearn also to orient them in two additional dimensions: latitude and longitude.

I have spent countless hours over the last several years trying to locate significant Revolutionary War sites. Working from the listing on the website "Land & Sea Battles of the American Revolution" or as we commonly call it "RevWar75", and adding to that some 500 additional sites from Dr. Bobby Moss or from my own reading, I compiled a listing
 of some 2900 sites worldwide. In just over 2 months of intense study, I found something to plot on 90% of that enlarged listing.

As would be imagined, the something I found to plot varied from a., pinpoint to b., approximate to c., loosely approximate to d., conjectural, or in worst case, e., arbitrary. It is useful to make an arbitrary estimate based on all the evidence available, even if it might be several miles wrong, because it places it in the general region so that its relationship to other sites can be discerned.

I found these sites in every state east of the Mississippi River with the exception of Wisconsin, in two states west of it (Arkansas and Missouri). I found them on every continent except Antarctica and Australia.

While I was able to plot some naval actions, my impression is that there were as many naval actions as there were land actions and I was only able to plot a small fraction of the naval actions, perhaps 5% or 10%. The American/Whig/Rebel/Patriot side had some 2500 privateers of which half were captured, each of which would have been an action, virtually none of which was I able to learn or plot.

Locating something to plot for 2600 hundred sites does not result in 2600 hundred dots on a map. It was not uncommon to have multiple actions at (or near and indistinguishable from each other) a single site. An example of this is Georgetown where there were 4 actions and I was only able to plot a single point.

The data I was able to attain was suitable for improving the accuracy over small-scale maps
 previously available. I have published over 60 such maps since 2002, having to learn the graphical and cartographical skills as I went along.

I have not published the raw data publicly, because I became aware that some of my peers were alarmed that such data could further endanger unprotected sites. One could respond that awareness of sites would encourage attendance of concerned and informed persons at public hearings for proposed construction on some of these sites. I will probably eventually publish my data in some form.

As time passed, I became aware that while I knew locations or approximate locations for numerous sites, I had not documented my sources nor had I made estimates of accuracy of the plot. This is a process in which I am now engaged, as time allows. The methods I am using are the subject of this article.

It is understandable that some would be perplexed that I would hold such useful data and not make it publicly available. The reasons for that are several (in addition to those already mentioned):

· The data is not currently documented at a level that I have come to understand is expected by my peers or by me.

· Prematurely releasing this data leaves open the possibility that persons not sharing my concerns and values would use it in an unethical manner or for their own personal gain or benefit. 

The documentation of the data is a time-consuming process, and one which I might possibly never be able to finish without assistance. If the data cannot be researched and made available in a semi-professional manner, it is not inconceivable to me that I could delete the data from my harddrive and move on to other interests. While already knowing the locale of a site is certainly of value, these sites need to be researched as if they had never been located and the results of that research need to be documented. It will be my purpose in the rest of this article to describe the process I follow in this research.

How To's

Locating and documenting Revolutionary War significant sites is almost certainly a different process from what most would imagine.

· It is not a matter of finding enough persons who already know where these sites are and persuading them to share that information with us. While this is always immensely appreciated, there simply are not enough such knowledgeable persons each knowing enough site locations to ever get more than a fraction of the job accomplished. Regrettably, sometimes those having such information have their own reasons for not wanting to share it.

· The purpose of this article is to describe a method whereby ordinary persons with a love of history and average computer and research skills can ferret out all those locations, without dependence upon the hope of recruiting a local expert already knowing all the answers. Once the bulk of the research has been done using these research methods, the quality of such research can always benefit from adjustments made by the occasional expert with particular knowledge of specific sites that is willing to share their information. But in the meantime, we don't wait for such and do what we can with what we have.

· While there is certainly information available in places not readily accessible to the average Revolutionary War enthusiast, there is an immense amount of information that is available. Yogi Berra is quoted (or misquoted) as saying that you "can see a lot by looking".
 What this article proposes to do is to suggest methods that ordinary persons can go about "looking".

· The more resources one has at hand, the easier it will be to find information, which is a no-brainer. I work in a room having 160 or so books on the Revolution. Others will own more or less. I work on a computer that has a number of mapping programs and gigabytes of scanned map images, allowing me to perform some of the functions more easily, but the methods I will describe do not require special mapping programs or gigabytes of map images, but work instead with resources available on the internet.
· There is a huge misconception about "knowing where a skirmish site is". Some surveys of such sites attempt to mark them off like residential building lots. The minimum diameter of a battle site is the effective range of the weapons used. Any arguments on that? In militia skirmishes, in almost every case, one side did not know a fight was scheduled, so after the first shot was fired they became very long in one direction or another. Rather than driving down corner stakes, it is far more useful to pick a central spot and say that you are 95% confident that the actual site was somewhere inside a circle of, say, 300 yards diameter centered on that point. That is the mathematics of the real world.

· A mistake I made several years ago in my haste "to do it all and now" was to neglect to document my work. It is vital to record the basis for your selection of a location. Most sites share source data with other nearby sites. When you come back and work with a site much later, it makes it much easier if you know what you based your initial decision upon.

· This is not work a perfectionist will enjoy. You almost never know a site perfectly. It is very useful to rate your confidence level for the site location. I use a system of from * to ***** and for pure SWAGs, I use one that says it all, nil.
 It is quite useful in some cases to know the location of a site within several miles (and we rarely do worse than that), because placing it in a general locale sometimes helps obtain better information. It allows us to place it usefully on a small scale map.

· So this article is not about waiting around for someone to confide with us where these sites are. It is about our doing what we can with what we have to find them for ourselves. Experts are also welcome, but they are particularly welcome if they provide their sources for their info the way we do for ours. 

How the "How-To's" will be organized.

· I will discuss how to pick a location to search for, and how to proceed in finding information about it, drawing conclusions from that information and then summarizing it.

· In actual practice, when working on a new location, I use the summary from a previous location as a template and revise it piece-meal as I go along. Revising a previous summary sheet has some real advantages because, as you will see from the following examples, by working with a set of related sites, much of the information on the previous location will be retained for the current location. But I believe that doing such from the outset would be confusing to most. In order to follow the thought processes, in these instructions, I will discuss it as if I were accumulating a series of notes of relevant material and then later compiling them into a summary sheet. The results are the same either way. 

Select a site to research.

· Start with a site mentioned in your reading, of interest to you. The more motivation and interest you have, the more persistence you will have. As you will see from our examples, we often end up several places in addition to our original object.
· The listing from which I worked was mined from RevWar75 (expanded as described above) and can be seen online here, of some 2900 sites worldwide. This is sorted by state then by date. However this list is sorted, sometimes a simple text search is required to find a particular site.

· If you would like to collaborate in my efforts, I would be happy to suggest sites that would complement those I have already done.  In addition, you would have access to my assistance and/or advice if needed.

· I have found it particularly helpful to research sites sharing common history in "clusters". We will do that in the examples in this article. While the history is fresh on your mind, the most effective use of your time is to research all related sites in some sort of sequence (and crosslink the documentation as described later). This also helps determine between multiple candidates for a location.

· If you hit a stone wall in your research of a site, don't hesitate to document another site in the vicinity that might help later to find the problem site. E.g., I was recently unable to locate Harden's "Four Holes" action, but settled for plotting and documenting Givham's Ferry (worthy of documenting in its own right, just "not on my list") to which he next proceeded. 

Determine the date the event(s) occurred.

· Determining the date(s) is almost always the best starting point. We are looking for history, and like it or not, that is way it is "indexed"!

· Some sites have multiple dates. One of the easiest places to find that is by searching on RevWar75. Note "Search" near the bottom of the page.
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The search feature on this site is a bit primitive, but once you learn its eccentricities, it is extremely helpful. The "Search Tips" is a broken link. You have to click in the search box before it will accept your search term. Note the options If you don't get what you are looking for initially, try varying your search term and retry. When trying to jump from one month to another, you will have to click on the month link more than once before it works.
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For the above query, I got the following:
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When I go to each of these links, I can see a legend explaining text color: 

	British Winner 
	Draw - No Winner 

	American Winner 
	Incomplete Information 


which is useful but not infallible information.

I record this information, because it is useful in its own right, but it will be helpful later in finding the history. I do this in mini-webpages, but of course, it can be recorded anyway, including in pencil on a legal pad: 

 RevWar75 listing  for Four Hole Swamp skirmish 7 Apr 1781. Shown as Patriot victory. 
RevWar75 listing for Four Hole Swamp skirmish ?? Jun 1781. Incomplete information.

I looked at the battles/skirmishes listed for Dec 1781 but found no listing related to the Four Holes area. The results are presented in frames, but I drill down and get the URL of the underlying frame. In FireFox, I can do this by right-clicking, clicking on "This frame" and then on "Show only this frame". Your browser will likely do this differently, but in any event, it is easy to discern that the URL because it is formed by yyyymm.htm. 

Find a few historical references for this time/place/event

· We aren't going to write the history of the time/event/place, but we need to capture enough of that history to identify exactly which time/event for which we are trying to find a location. We'll waste a lot of time and effort if we do not let the history lead us to the place(s).

· In any case, you use whatever resources you have available. If you can find them online, it will make it even easier for you.

· Since this is in the Carolinas, perhaps the most useful sources will be the books by Patrick O'Kelley, Nothing But Blood and Slaughter. This also holds true for locations in Georgia or Tennessee. Regrettably, these are unlikely to be in your local library unless you can persuade them to buy them.
 If you are directly assisting me and do not have access to these books, I can do the lookups for you. There is no single index to the four volumes, and O'Kelley has not yet chosen to have his books included in Google Book Search.
  Fortunately, we have RevWar75 to tell us in which of the four books we should look to find the information. We are able to add this to our listing of information: 

P.J. O'Kelley, Nothing But Blood and Slaughter:Vol.Three,
p.183. 7 Apr 1781 skirmish: *Col. Wm. Harden vs. Capt. John Barton
p.403. Mention of Sumter capturing Four Hole Bridge, implying around early Dec 1781. 

· Since this is in the Carolinas and during 1780-1781, a very valuable source of information is William T. Sherman, Calendar and Record of the Revolutionary War in the South: 1780-1781. This is available online and is a sizeable download. I recommend downloading it to your harddrive and thereafter accessing it on your own computer. If you are directly collaborating with me, I can provide you with a cd version of this with an Adobe .pdx (index) that makes searches easier/faster. I use it so often, that I located it with Windows Explorer, right-clicked on it, used "Send to" to send a shortcut to it to my desktop. Like all such references, it is not infallible, but it is very helpful. We are able to add the following to our collection of information: 

Sherman's Calendar and Record of the Revolutionary War in the South: 1780-1781.
P.322, 327. Skirmish: *Col. Wm. Harden vs. Capt. John Barton
P.382. 16 Jun 1781. *Maj. Maham dispersed Loyalists at Four Holes. 

· Since this involves Francis Marion's men, it will be a good idea to consult William Dobien James , Life of Francis Marion, downloadable in .pdf .  I recommend downloading this to your harddrive, because if you research any of Marion's actions
, of which there were many, this will be an indispensable resource. As for the above, I created a shortcut on my desktop so it would be readily available for searches. In this case I searched for four holes and found nothing. I searched for harden and got a return for his capture of Fort Balfour later in this expedition. But this resource is so credible that I make an entry to this effect: 

William Dobien James, Life of Brig. Gen. Francis Marion, Not found. 

· Although the above is likely adequate for our purposes of identifying time/place/event, it never hurts to do a Google Book Search.
 I entered the following: 
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and obtained 5 returns, all more or less relevant. In the last return, that for Colonizations, Plantations, and More, I was able to read enough to see that Tarleton Brown's Memoirs were relevant. If there is any place that one can find an old text online relevant to the Southern Campaign, it will be a website I maintain, "Online Library of the Southern Campaign of the American Revolution".   I clicked on "B" and worked my way down to Tarleton Brown's Memoirs..  I used Control-F and searched for four holes. It yielded no new information for our current search, but mentioned crossing at Givham's Ferry and also mentioned the location of Red Hill, an action immediately following. So it was worth adding the following entry to our collection of notes: 

Tarleton Brown, Memoirs. Search for four holes. Harden's force crossed the Edisto at Givham's ferry. Brown only mentions conflict with Loyalists after that crossing. He notes Red Hill as being "within about two miles of Patterson’s Bridge, Salkahachie". 

  We can now select those locations which can be determined from the information we have gathered 

There appear to be three: 

1. 7 Apr 1781 skirmish: *Col. Wm. Harden vs. Capt. John Barton. Since the Four Holes Swamp is a large area, all that we can do is pick an arbitrary location, state that it is arbitrary, and determine its coordinates. We will also rate our confidence in this location as nil. We will be giving the general area where the event occurred, but will make it clear that, for now, we have no better information. 

2. Givham's Ferry. Any ferry crossed in a route of march is relevant to our study of sites. This one is particularly relevant because it is a precise location immediately following an event for which we have little specific information. 

3. ?? Dec. 1781, Sumter captures Four Holes Bridge.. While this was not within our initial focus of study, we should document it because it would eventually require researching, and like Givham's ferry offers good probability of precise location. 

Determination and Summary

Location for 7 Apr 1781 skirmish: *Col. Wm. Harden vs. Capt. John Barton.
 
[Note: This is an example for which we know a very specific event but for which we can determine only a very general location]
Since we have no specific references to tell us where the action occurred in the Four Holes Swamp area, a good place to start is with a search on GNIS. I made the following entries: 
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I received 2 returns, one of which was the community of Four Holes, SC. I select it and get a detail report with precise coordinates if I choose to use it, but I first want to check out the mapping options. The most useful, by far, is that for Topozone
, which I select. A small area map is returned in 1:24k size. Since we want to see the larger area, we select 1:250K Series, view scale 1:500,000 (it is usually best to use a view scale double that of the map series), select "Large Map", and click "Update Map". We can see that the community of Four Holes is a suitable representative location for the locale of Four Holes Swamp. There is some logic in assuming that the community is located on road which may well have been existence a long time in this area. New roads (unless interstates) often cover old roads. So, we return to the previous screen showing detailed location information and make the following entry in our notes: 

Where: 33.2784952, -80.4331502. Modern community of Four Holes. Arbitrarily selected.
Maps: 
33.2784952, -80.4331502, Modern community of Four Holes 

GNIS record for modern community of Four Holes SC

Note mapping options.
Orangeburg Co. SC
Confidence: nil
In this case, the URLs for the maps were obtained by loading the desired maps and copying the URL from the location window at the top of your browser.

We can now assemble all our information in a data sheet that looks something like this

_________________ Start data sheet ________________
Four Holes.

What:
7 Apr 1781 skirmish: *Col. Wm. Harden vs. Capt. John Barton
16 Jun 1781. *Maj. Maham dispersed Loyalists at Four Holes.

Where: 33.2784952, -80.4331502. Modern community of Four Holes. Arbitrarily selected.

Maps: 

· 33.2784952, -80.4331502, Modern community of Four Holes. Arbitrarily selected. 

· GNIS record for modern community of Four Holes
Note mapping options.
Orangeburg Co. SC 

Sources: 

· William Dobien James, Life of Brig. Gen. Francis Marion,
Not found. 

· P.J. O'Kelley, Nothing But Blood and Slaughter:Vol.Three,
p.183. 7 Apr 1781 skirmish: *Col. Wm. Harden vs. Capt. John Barton
p.403. Mention of Sumter capturing Four Hole Bridge, implying around early Dec 1781. 

· Sherman's Calendar and Record of the Revolutionary War in the South: 1780-1781.

P.322, 327. Skirmish: *Col. Wm. Harden vs. Capt. John Barton
P.382. 16 Jun 1781. *Maj. Maham dispersed Loyalists at Four Holes.
To avoid long downloads, use option to "Save and view this PDF in Reader". 

· RevWar75 listing, skirmish 7 Apr 1781. Shown as Patriot victory. 

· RevWar75 listing for Four Hole Swamp skirmish ?? Jun 1781. Incomplete information.

· Tarleton Brown, Memoirs.
Search for four holes. Harden's force crossed the Edisto at Givham's ferry. Brown only mentions conflict with Loyalists after that crossing. He notes Red Hill as being "within about two miles of Patterson’s Bridge, Salkahachie".

Related sites: Givham's Ferry

Confidence level: nil

_________________ End data sheet ________________

Determination and Summary

Location for Givham's Ferry
[Note: This is an example for which we have a significant location, have no specific event but for which we hope to determine a very specific location]
We first must determine the location for Givham's Ferry as precisely as possible. 

· We will first see if we are lucky enough to find it listed in the GNIS database. Ferries sometimes are (perhaps with a different name).  
We go to the GNIS entry form and enter givhams for the search term and select SC for the state, and click on "Send Query". We luck up! It's there. So we can refer to the detail record and record on our listing: 

33.0304464 -80.3912098, Givhams (Givhans) Ferry
GNIS detail report:
 
Note mapping options.
Dorchester/Colleton Counties, SC 

· Had Givham's (Givhan's) Ferry not been included in the GNIS database, there is another way for estimating its location. All of SC was mapped in the 1825 Mills Atlas (most of it surveyed around 1820). I have all of these in scanned form and will assist with this for anyone working closely with me. Excellent copies of all the Mills maps are accessible from the David Rumsey map site. The easiest way to access them is to search by "Publication Author", and then select "Mills, Robert". Whatever you can get to appear on the screen can be sent to your printer. My preference is to use Gadwin Printscreen (free) and grab an image from the screen and save it to a .jpg file. The trick there is to get the largest image you can get that includes the site of interest and the N-S (or E-W) line. Almost all the Mills Maps require rotating to orient them with N at the top. I rotate the image in Photoshop Elements (you can likely do the same in Paint.net, free, requires WinXP) and then crop it to the desired size. If you go this route, it is a good idea, without changing scale, pan around until you can get a snapshot of the distance scale, also. You can either measure the distance from some feature presumably still in the same place, e.g, confluence of Edisto and Four Hole, but that is iffy with these swampy streams. Probably the best route to go is to compare the old map with a modern map as viewed in Topozone and click on the spot most closely resembling that shown on the old map. Here is what such a rotated snippet looks like for Givhan(Givham) Ferry: 
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· Using the earlier Four Holes summary as a template, we can now create a similar page for Givhan(Givham) Ferry:

_________________ Start data sheet ________________

Givham's (Givhan's) Ferry.

What:
Ferry, crossed immediately after the following action at Four Holes
7 Apr 1781 skirmish: *Col. Wm. Harden vs. Capt. John Barton

Where: 33.0304464, -80.3912098. 

Maps: 

33.0304464 -80.3912098, Givhams (Givhans) Ferry
GNIS detail report:
Note mapping options.
Dorchester/Colleton Counties, SC 

Sources: 

· William Dobien James, Life of Brig. Gen. Francis Marion,
Not found. 

· P.J. O'Kelley, Nothing But Blood and Slaughter:Vol.Three,
p.183. 7 Apr 1781 skirmish: *Col. Wm. Harden vs. Capt. John Barton
p.403. Mention of Sumter capturing Four Hole Bridge, implying around early Dec 1781. 

· Sherman's Calendar and Record of the Revolutionary War in the South: 1780-1781.
P.322, 327. Skirmish: *Col. Wm. Harden vs. Capt. John Barton
P.382. 16 Jun 1781. *Maj. Maham dispersed Loyalists at Four Holes.
To avoid long downloads, use option to "Save and view this PDF in Reader". 

· RevWar75 listing for Four Hole Swamp skirmish 7 Apr 1781. Shown as Patriot victory. 

· RevWar75 listing for Four Hole Swamp skirmish ?? Jun 1781. Incomplete information.

· Tarleton Brown, Memoirs.
Search for four holes. Harden's force crossed the Edisto at Givham's ferry. Brown only mentions conflict with Loyalists after that crossing. He notes Red Hill as being "within about two miles of Patterson’s Bridge, Salkahachie".

Related sites: Four holes

Confidence level: *****

_________________ End data sheet ________________

Determination and Summary

Location for ?? Dec. 1781, Sumter captures Four Holes Bridge..
[Note: This is an example for which we know a very specific event for which we expect to determine a specific location]
· Since this event was detected with only a single statement in our historical ref.'s while searching using different terms (using the power of serendipity!), we need to re-visit our historical references. We can record the following notes:

· P.J. O'Kelley, Nothing But Blood and Slaughter:Vol.Three,
p.403. Mention of Sumter capturing Four Hole Bridge, implying around early Dec 1781.
· Warren Ripley, Battleground, SC in the Revolution, p.184. "... Sumter was ordered to send raiding parties along the various approaches to Charleston ...", "Col. Henry Hampton was sent to seize the bridge across Four Holes Creek ... should the British use that route from Orangeburg to Charleston."
· Henry Mouzon, 1775 map. Only a single Four Holes Bridge is shown, that on the road from Orangeburg to Charleston (see summary page, below).

· Henry Mills, 1825 Atlas, Colleton District, surveyed 1820.
David Rumsey Maps
Search for "Publication Author", "Mills, Robert", click on Colleton.
Two "Four Holes Bridge's" are shown. The lower was not present on the 1775 Mouzon Map and was not on the main road from Orangeburg to Charleston. (see summary page, below). 

· We must now determine the location of what was in 1775, the "Four Holes Bridge" and in 1820, the "upper Four Holes Bridge"

On the 1820 Mills Colleton map, using the scale on that map, the Four Holes Bridge was 0.6 mi. from where the Dorchester/Charleston boundary intersects the Four Mile Creek. In Topozone, I used the 1:250k map to click on the spot where the Dorchester/Berkeley county line intersects the Four Holes Creek. I then switched to the 1:24k map displayed at 1:48,000 and used the displayed scale to mark the edge of a paper 0.6 mile from one corner. I used this homemade ruler to click on the point on Four Mile Creek 0.6mi. from where the Dorchester/Berkeley county line intersects Four Mile Creek. I was somewhat surprised to see that this point is essentially on the I-26 bridge. I would not have been surprised to see the mark fall on the US-78 bridge, but its distance was more than double that to the I-26 bridge. Since the 1820 map showed the bridge as being below the confluence of Walnut/Four Holes and the I-26 bridge is above that confluence, I opted for the location of the US-78 bridge. We can now add to our notes: 

Maps:
 
33.1415, -80.3483, Four Holes Bridge
Topozone
Google
Confidence: **
Using one of the earlier summary pages as a template, we may now create one for Four Holes Bridge:

_________________ Start data sheet ________________

Four Holes Bridge.

What:
?? Dec. 1781, Col. Henry Hampton (under Sumter) captures Four Holes Bridge

Where: 33.1415, -80.3483. 

Maps:
33.1415, -80.3483, Four Holes Bridge
Topozone
Google.
Dorchester County, SC

Sources: 

· William Dobien James, Life of Brig. Gen. Francis Marion,
Not found. 

· P.J. O'Kelley, Nothing But Blood and Slaughter:Vol.Three,
p.403. Mention of Sumter capturing Four Hole Bridge, implying around early Dec 1781.

· Warren Ripley, Battleground, SC in the Revolution, p.184. "... Sumter was ordered to send raiding parties along the various approaches to Charleston ...", "Col. Henry Hampton was sent to seize the bridge across Four Holes Creek ... should the British use that route from Orangeburg to Charleston."

· Henry Mouzon, 1775 map,. Only a single Four Holes Bridge is shown, that on the road from Orangeburg to Charleston: 

[image: image7.jpg]



· Henry Mills, 1825 Atlas, Colleton District, surveyed 1820.
David Rumsey Maps, Search for "Publication Author", "Mills, Robert", click on Colleton.  Two "Four Holes Bridge's" are shown. The lower was not present on the 1775 Mouzon Map and was not on the main road from Orangeburg to Charleston. 
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Related sites: 

Confidence level: **

_________________ End data sheet ________________

What have we learned?
· We have discovered that locating Revolutionary War sites does not exclude learning whatever we can from the experts but is a matter of digging most of it out for ourselves, with persistence and methodology.

· We have learned that without documentation, any results you determine are of limited usefulness.

· We have seen that significant Revolutionary War sites usually come in bunches like grapes, and should be researched as a "bunch".

· We have seen that we have far more resources available on the internet than we would have believed possible.

· We have seen that we can almost never expect to get a site perfectly located, but that approximations are nonetheless quite useful provided we are honest with ourselves on how confident we are of our approximations.

· Most surprising of the lot, we have discovered that this is something that can be done (and done well) by amateurs with average computer skills, lots of curiosity, commitment, and persistence. It might be described as the ultimate computer game for Rev War buffs! 

What next? Or is there a next?

· For several years, it has been my impression that students of the Revolutionary War would be very interested in a Gazetteer of Rev. War significant sites.  If such were published and available for sale in bookstores, it would be a very popular item.
· While there is a powerful demand for such information, there are influential groups who believe that it should be limited to qualified academics and professionals.  I would hope that these groups can understand how the Rev. War history buffs who just “want to know what happened where” could see their position as somewhat self-serving.  I offer no solution to this standoff.  My view would be: Let us come up with a plan to research and compile the data, maintaining the data as limited access, and when it is compiled somewhat completely, then, and only then, should there be a consortium to determine  how best to use the data.  If no consensus can be reached, then the decision of how to distribute the data would remain in the hands of those who compiled it.
· The immediate concern is how to compile the data.  I have attempted several times to organize little groups to work on the data, but they have all come to naught.  The problem with these little consortiums is that, individually, they have no idea of what they can and should contribute to the effort.  And I admit, I have not been effective in helping them find a productive role.
· What I would propose is that there should be a consortium of those with interest and commitment to work on the problem, organized using the principle of “division of labor”.  Some of the roles to be assigned/assumed would be:
· Administration, or assignment of duties to those volunteering in accordance with their interests and abilities.  Some could work in multiple capacities while others would opt for only a single role.
· Historical research for assigned event/time/place.  This is a function which should have no shortage of potential volunteers.  Those performing this function will be paying their dues, if they do nothing else.  If it isn’t done right here, it will not be done right thereafter.
· Cartographical research, working from prepared historical research.  There will be a smaller number who will venture into this role, but a relatively smaller number will be required.  While not all that difficult, it is “techy”.
· Summarization of historical and cartographical research in report and tabular formats.  This will consume a lot of manhours, and while there may be many who are capable there is a question as to how many would step forward to do what some would consider a largely clerical function.  
· Review of historical, cartographical research and summarization.  This is needed.  I find possibilities for improvement any time I review my own work.
· Is there a next?  There is a next only if there are enough interested volunteers to commit to one or more roles in the above listing.  That is a big IF indeed.  Similar volunteer groups provide the manpower and skills needed to operate Wikipedia and Project Gutenburg.  Are there enough of us who care enough to get the job done?
· How long would it take?  With a dozen bright-eyed, committed volunteers, perhaps less, about one year.  With a septuagenarian, working essentially alone, go figure.






� This listing may seen �HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/lxw43"��here�.


� A good way to understand large scale and small scale maps is to think of how large the image of building lot would appear on a map. On a large scale map, the lot image would be be large and might consume the entire drawing. On a small scale map, e.g., that of the whole city, the image of that building lot would be very small. In working with Revolutionary War sites, we frequently use 1:24,000 topo maps which give an "in-close" highly detailed view and would be called a large scale map. We also use 1:250,000 scale topo maps, covering a much bigger area, which would be called a small scale map. An explanation can be found online at � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/ebzb6" �http://tinyurl.com/ebzb6�.


� This article will be confined to the process of searching out a specific site. It will not attempt to describe the process of creating a publication-quality map.


� His actual statement was “You can observe a lot by just watching.”


� This is a simpler way of saying 95% confidence that the location will be found in a circle of x diameter centered on this point.  


� You will quickly note that there is not unanimity on the dates of some actions.  It will not be a concern of ours to reconcile these differences, since we are primarily using this information simply as a means of identifying a specific event.


� Some individuals, who might be intimidated by the mapping work, could make a great contribution to the effort of locating these sites by doing just the research portion of the work.  If you would like to help in this manner, we would like to hear from you.


� How to obtain the books can be found � HYPERLINK "http://jrshelby.com/sc-links/sc-texts.htm" \l "otexts" ��here�.


� See � HYPERLINK "http://jrshelby.com/sc-links/booksearch.htm" �A Google Book Search™ of a Book on Your Shelf�.


� I have researched all known Marion sites but would welcome the opportunity to collaborate with others interested in doing so.  Collaboration almost always improves the results.


� I have not used it in any of these examples, but using a conventional � HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en" ��Google Search� or � HYPERLINK "http://search.yahoo.com/search/options?fr=fp-top&p=" ��Yahoo Search� can be of usefulness.


� To make the process easier to follow, I have described the various sections being recorded separately and then later assembled into a summary sheet. In actual practice, I use some earlier summary sheet as a template and revise it as I go along with the data as I accumulate it.


� Topozone is particularly useful because it can be used to obtain an approximate map of a site and then click on a more precisely correct point and the new coordinates will appear immediately at the top of the screen.  Those coordinates can be selected, copied and pasted into an email if needed.  


� If there had been no prepared record in GNIS, in this place there would have been separate listings for Topozone and Google maps.  We will see that in our last example.  Both of these maps and others are provided in the GNIS Record.  The Topozone is by far the most useful of the maps offered.


� If there had been no prepared record in GNIS, in this place there would have been separate listings for Topozone and Google maps.  We will see that in our last example.  Both of these maps and others are provided in the GNIS Record.  The Topozone is by far the most useful of the maps offered.


� While the earlier examples have shown use of a GNIS record, in practice, most locations are documented in the fashion shown here because no GNIS record is provided. Note that separate maps are shown for Topozone and Google. It may also be noted that the url for both maps can be created by inserting different values for latitude and longitude in the appropriate places in the string.





