MARYLANDER GREEN:
AMERI CRARSS BATTLE MEMORIAL

A COMMUNITY OPEN SPACE PROPOSAL BY

A proposal to have a vacant lot at 170 - 8thStreet and 3™ Avenue purchased and designated

A Commemorative Ecological Park

To preserve A me r i Firgt Bastle Cemetery and
Create a historical greenway trail to celebrate Brooklyn in the American Revolution

Prepared by the Marylander Memorial Committee, Brooklyn Preservation Council

5/5/15



AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
MARYLANDER BURIAL SITE

On August 27, 1776, a month-and-a-half after
Americads Declaration of
Great Britain, troops from the Continental Army,
deemed the United States Army after July 4, fought
against British forces and Hessian (in the employ of
Britain) forces . A major part of the fighting was
concentrated along the Gowanus Road near what is
now Fifth Avenue between Third and Ninth Streets in
Park Slope, Brooklyn, near the Old Stone House
Memorial. America lost the Battle of Brooklyn (or

Long Island), but Gen. Washington had the strategic 1776,27August-TheContinentalArmyattheBattleofBrooklyn

foresight to retreat and, with allies, eventually win the Painter-DomenickD'Andrea
war that created the United States of America. A . ) ) )

large number of American soldiers died and were Where is their burial site and how should we

buried near the battlefield. remembert he U. S.firsAsoldier8?%
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@ Marylander Hill Burial Site @® Old Stone House Battle Site (Thomas1913,Furman2013)




2013 Marylander Memorial Park concept by Edward
Mazzer

Progetto “Memorial Maryland Soldiers™ - Vista della pianta

CREATING VISIONS OF THE FUTURE

Gowanus by Design, a planning group, and Proteus
Gowanus, a cultural arts group, have made design and
planning resources available for students and professionals
exploring design ideas for the Gowanus watershed.

This has resulted in a whole library and archive of
innovative thinking about where new community open
space amenities should go, and what forms they should
take.

Masters student Edward Mazzer of the Architectural
Instituteof the University of Venice, Italy, did a study of the
Hall of the Gowanus resources and proposed logical
connections between the Gowanus 1776 Battle of Brooklyn
sites. He focused on creating logical flows of water across
the |l andscape and designed
reduce the impact of future climate change. The flow of
water largely mimics the movements of soldiers in 1776.

Whole Foods, a new retailer, now draws hundreds of cars,
creating increasing traffic safety issues for walking school
children and bicyclists. All these issues require
management.

ifl

Progetto

ial Maryland iers” - Vista in prospetti

Progetto “Memorial Maryland Soldiers” - Vista interna

The pedestrian greenway concepts should open up
community debate on a more livable neighborhood. The
Marylander Green Community Park would be a step in that
direction.

WHAT FORM SHOULD THE PARK TAKE ?

Mazzer proposes a traditional memorial: an enclosed place
of silence and reflection.

Others may feel that the space should be one focused on
the rich layers of industrial history that have washed over
the site. Those with children may want it to be a place of
play and life, reshaped to meet community needs.
that would hel
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WHERE IS THE SUSPECTED BURIAL SITE?
The site is located between 8th and 9"Streetsand 3™ and
4™Avenues in the Gowanus neighborhood, on the edge of
Park Slope in Brooklyn, New York.

It is a former chemical factory and knitting mill and is now
covered by a vacant concrete slab stretching between 8"
and 9" Streets, adjacent to the Rawley American Legion
Post. It is a five minute walk from the 4™ Ave/9" Street
subway stop served by the F, G and R lines, and also near
the B61 and B37 bus lines.

View of site looking south to Ninth Street toward
Sunset Park.

View of site looking northeast toward Park Slope with
adjacent subway line overpass and station.
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The site is currently for sale. The adjacent Rawley
American Legion Post has plagues and a flagpole
commemorating the contribution of the Marylander and
Delaware Regiments to thel776BattleofBrooklyn during the
War for American Independence.

There is strong evidence that this site may still hold the
remains of the first soldiers to die as part of the United
States Army.

View of site looking north toward 8" Street and the
Gowanus Canal.
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